August 16, 2005

Town Board Minutes

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, August 16, 2005 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilperson



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilperson



ANN LINDAU



Councilperson

Absent:
JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilperson

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/Director



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Dir.



CATHERINE MASTRACCHIO

Dep. Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *       

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

* * * * * * * * * *       

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *       

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS and PROCLAMATIONS

Supervisor Puglisi reported on her attendance at a golf outing at the Hollowbrook Golf Course, a newly constructed golf course in the Town. She and Councilmember Lindau had attended end of the day festivities at the course.  The owners of the golf course have given the Town two dates they may utilize for charitable golf outings.  Today’s outing was to honor and solicit funds for first responders, fire departments, ambulance corps, EMTs, etc.  Approximately $5,000 was raised and it will be equally distributed amongst the organizations.

Supervisor Puglisi thanked John Palmiotto, Ken Sherman, his wife and father and Tim Fisher for their assistance in putting this outing together.  She thanked the sponsors for sponsoring the golf holes and, also, the golf course owners.  This will be an annual event.

* *     

There is some construction going on on Croton Avenue, part of which is going to be for a recreation area paid for and constructed  by the developer.  It will be a Cortlandt Town-wide recreation site including a tennis court, an outside basketball court and a playground.

* *    

Senior citizen affordable apartments and town houses will be selected at a lottery to be held in September at a date to be announced.  They will help to fulfill the need for affordable housing for our seniors in the community.

* * * * * * * * * *         
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau reported on her attendance at the golf outing at the Hollowbrook Golf Course.  She said it is a truly beautiful site and Cortlandt residents can play there without joining by calling the Recreation Department at 734-1050 to make arrangements for a pass.  Although the clubhouse is not yet finished, upon its completion meals will be served on the premises.

* *     

Councilmember Joseph Cerreto said he and the Town Clerk had met with the Office of Governmental Services, a state agency that deals with the federal government in obtaining surplus equipment, particularly from the federal government. Senator V. Liebell had arranged for the meeting to take place.  Based on the discussions and with the very enthusiastic support of the Supervisor and other members of the board, the Town is going to register on the site and Councilmember Lindau and Town Clerk Dyckman will be going to the Fire Advisory Board meetings to let our first responders know about this.  The equipment available ranges from boats to helicopters to fire trucks, ambulances, etc.  Much of the equipment has either low or no mileage and is just being surplused out.  We will look into this and possibly get some much needed equipment for the Town at little or no cost.  It has the potential to save us a lot of money.

* *       

Councilmember F. Farrell had no comments to make.

* * * * * * * * * *      

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance, all Town Board members indicated their attendance with the exception of Councilmember John E. Sloan who was absent.

* * * * * * * * * *       

APPROVAL of MINUTES

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 19, 2005 were approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman on motion made by Councilmembers Farrell and Cerreto with all voting AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

HEARING of CITIZENS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *        

BID REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the bid reports opened on August 15, 2005 for the 2005 repaving be received and ordered filed.  She further moved that the following resolution be adopted.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion:

RESOLUTION NO. 280-05 – RE:  Award contract to Peckham Road Corporation, White Plains, NY for certain roadway re-paving in 2005.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *     
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REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

2004 Annual Report from the Planning Division of DOTS.

June, 2005 – DES/Office for the Aging.

July, 2005  -  DES/Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, Receiver of Taxes,


          Town Justices, Town Clerk.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said anyone interested in looking at any of these reports may view them in the Town Clerk’s Office.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *          
OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.

Negative declaration from Westchester County with respect to a parcel in the Town to be included in the County Agricultural District.  Refer, also, to DOTS/Planning.

* *      

Memo from DOTS with respect to the recent Affordable Housing Lottery for Cortlandt Ridge and Hollowbrook Mews.

* *      

Survey of property to be sold to the CCVAC.  Refer, also, to the Assessor for a price determination.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

Letter from Jo Anne Vitolo with respect to an easement at 52 Montrose Station Road.

* *     

Request to reinstate several parcels into the Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District and a map plan and report with respect to a proposed sewer district for Jefferson Ridge.  Refer, also, to DOTS for review.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi explained the legislative process, saying that people write letters or give information to the Town by other methods.  It’s referred to the applicable department who gives a report the following month.  The Town Board then takes action.

There was no further discussion.  all voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       
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RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this Town Board meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the original copy of this document.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved for adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 281-05 – RE:  Appoint Marguerite Ferrante to the title Permit Clerk in the Town Clerk’s office.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 282-05 – RE:  Appoint Justin Giordano to the title Assessment Aide in the Assessor’s office.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 283-05 – RE:  Appoint Charles Chase as Assistant Foreman for DOTS/Water.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi pointed out that the three preceding persons currently work for the Town and these are pro forma upgrades for them.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 284-05 – RE:  Appoint and extend interns in various departments.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 285-05 – RE:  Appoint Valerie Cambigianis as a member of the Conservation Advisory Council to fill a vacancy.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi introduced Valerie from the audience, thanking her for her willingness to perform volunteer work.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *      

Councilmember Lindau moved for adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 286-05 – RE:  Appoint the student representatives to the PRC Board for a term commencing August 17, 2005 to expire on June 30, 2006.

* *     

REMOVED to the September Town Board Meeting – Adopt a sick time “call in” work rule for members of the AFSCME Union.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 287-05 – RE:  Resolution urging the State legislature to enact a Civil Commitment Law with respect to violent sex offenders.  Forward a copy to our State legislators.
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said she and her colleagues on the Town Board have been very concerned with sexual offenders residing in the community.  They have written to the appropriate agencies and have contacted and met several times with our police departments.  When she learns of a sexual offender living in the community, she sends out notices and flyers to those neighborhoods and communities as do the school superintendents. The Supervisor said this is a big problem in the nation and she wants to be on top of the situation in our community.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 288-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to execute a Professional Service Agreement with respect to surveying services for the proposed Kings Ferry Road sidewalk project.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the Town is delighted about some of the projects that are being worked on.  The next extension of sidewalks in the Montrose area is now underway.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 289-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to receive bids for storm drain markers. (storm water medallions.)

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 290-05 – RE: AMENDED to  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to perform a drainage design with respect to property known as the Eichler property.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 291-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to award a contract for construction of a drainage trash rack on Trolley Road not to exceed $10,000.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 292-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to seek a proposal for replacement of abutments to the Sprout Brook Lake Bridge and the purchase of a pedestrian bridge.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 293-05 – RE:  Authorize reduction of security from $1,885,000 to $250,000 with respect to Emery Ridge.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.  All voted AYE.
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

Correspondence

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion.

Letter dated August 10, 2005 from Congresswoman Sue Kelly with respect to the CDBG Program.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked the Congresswoman for her support of the Town’s position that Community Development Block Grants are necessary to assist us in building many projects, playgrounds and infrastructure in our community.

* *     

Letter dated August 11, 2005 from Vincent Gervasi with respect to drainage issues on Arlo Lane.

* *      

Letter dated July 29, 2005 from Assemblywoman Sandra Galef requesting support of proposed state legislation to create a statewide task force with respect to a first responder building mapping information system.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked the Assemblywoman for her work with first responders.

*     

RESOLUTION NO. 294-05 – RE:  Authorize support of proposed state legislation to create a statewide task force for a first responder building mapping information system.

* *     

Letter from Bob Cusick with respect to entrance of Cortlandt Estates.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi reported that the Town will assist Mr. Cusick with his concern.

* *       

Information from the Village of Croton with respect to a transfer station.  Refer to the Legal Department.

* *      

Information packet with respect to New York State and Federal Surplus Program.  Forward copies of packet to local agencies.

* *     

Letters from the following requesting reinstatement into the Westchester County Sewer District.  Forward, also, to Westchester County.


William Geis and Luis Frost.
*      
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 295-05 – RE:  Reinstate parcels owned by William Geis at 3, 5, 7 Laurie Road and 3 Cynthia Road, Cortlandt Manor into the Westchester County Sewer District.  Reinstate parcel at 5 Cynthia Road, Cortlandt Manor owned by Louis Post into the Westchester County Sewer District.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

Resolutions

Councilmembers Farrell and Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 296-05 – RE:  Authorize extending the work hours of certain staff in DOTS/Code Enforcement until December 31, 2005.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 297-05 – RE:  Authorize solicitation of bids for cleaning services.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 298-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to solicit proposals with respect to the playground for the roller hockey rink.

Discussion:  This is one more recreational facility that the Town is delighted they will be constructing very soon.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 299-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to extend a Professional Service Agreement with respect to remediation at Lake Meahagh.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 300-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to solicit bids with respect to Cook Pool repairs.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the repairs referred to are swimming lanes known as the hopper area.  They will be repaired after Labor Day at a cost of about $150,000.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *
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REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * *          

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)

Speaker:  Barbara Hill


      84 Sixth Street


      Verplanck, NY (10596)

Subject:    a. Influx of illegal immigrants into the community.


      b. Some of Verplanck is a debilitated area with landlords who

          are greedy and rent to “not desirable” types.  (Showed pictures.)

* *       

Speaker:  John McIntyre


      84 Sixth Street

                  Verplanck, NY (10596)

Subject:    Read excerpts of statement made by Deegan Pearson, PhD. on Mitch

                  News.com. regarding illegal aliens.

* *        

Speaker:  Rosemarie Boyle Lasher


     198 Seventh Street


     Verplanck, NY (10596)


      (Active member of Verplanck Residents’ Association and President

                  of the seventeen year old Verplanck Waterfront Committee.

Subject:   Deeply regret some of the characterizations made about Verplanck by


     Ms. Hill and, also, her claim that she represents the people of Verplanck.

* *      

Speaker:  Peter Hagerty


     Arlington Court


     Montrose, NY (10548)

Subject:   Illegal immigrants

* *       

Speaker:  Barbara Troy


     31 Winthrop Drive


     Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567)

Subject:   Status of proposed closing of road from Wild Birch Farms to Amherst 


     Street.

* *     

Speaker:  Matilda Gilbert


     14 Winthrop Drive


     Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567)
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HEARING of CITIZENS, (cont.)

Subject:  Also the status of the proposed closing of road from Wild Birch Farms to

                Amherst Street.  The road is like a racetrack for speeding cars.

* *     

Speaker:  Guy Mae


      18 Winthrop Drive


      Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567)

Subject:    Closing of Armstrong Drive.

* *       

Speaker:   Ernie Whiting


      47 Winthrop Drive


      Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567)

Subject:   Closing of Armstrong Drive.  Numerous violations at stop signs on


     Amherst Drive and Fawn Ridge Road.

* *     

Speaker:  Lisa DeStefano


     19 Winthrop Drive


     Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567)

Subject:    Speeding cars going into and leaving Wild Birch Farms.  Can’t allow


      children to play in their front yards.  Dangerous even to shovel snow.

* *      

Speaker:  Al Locklin


     20 Winthrop Drive


     Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567)

Subject:   Wild Birch Farms.

* * * * * * * * * *       

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau moved that meeting be adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk

-9-

